LETTER  FROM   COURT
Company; indeed he attempts no such defence. He states a loss of 82
elephants at Sylhet, exclusive of those which died on their wa> to
Burrampore, and that he had purchased at different times upwards of
350 elephants for the use of the contract without being able bv 70 to
compleat the establishment. These circumstances make no alteration in
the state of the contract, nor do they entitle him to compensation from
the Company supposing the contract to be annulled because, in the hrst
instance, it was irregularly granted.
119. The respectful manner in which Mr, Tempicr consented to
submit* his claim to arbitrators to be chosen by the Board onlv, without
any persons of his own appointing, and his declaration to yield obedience
to 'the Court's orders, were very proper; and indeed we must allow that,
if all his allegations prove true, he might suffer incom cnience and loss
by the annulling of the contract. This will always be pleaded on the
like occasions; but as we never en join an absolute abolition of contract
without good reasons for so doing such pleas must not be suflered to
operate in bar of the execution of our positive orders.
150. The declaration of our Surgeon General to pay entire and
implicit obedience to the Court's orders respecting the hospital contract,
and to accept the allowance granted him by the Compam, is perfectly
satisfactory to us. The ready acquiescence also of Mr. Williams, so far as
he was concerned, in the deed, without stipulating for any terms what-
ever on that account, was very proper. Taking it for granted thut the
contract has been annulled you will therefore inform those ijeiulenien
*                                                                                                                                  * '
that we rely upon their utmost attention being given to prevent tbe
publick service from suffering temporary inconvenience from any altera-
tion of the mode of supplying the hospital; and that, from their vigilance
and faithful discharge of their duty, we expect abuses will be prevented
or rectified; and under their inspection and controul the sick duly
attended; and the hospital charges be reduced to the least amount possible
consistent with the exigencies of the service.
131. As Captain Forde declined relinquishing his contract for an
armed vessel for the pilotage of the Ghittagong river, and for the protec-
tion of the coast and river against the incursions of the Muggs, the
injunction contained in the close of the 85th paragraph of the Court's
letter of 2$rd December 1778 became positive, and ought to have been
immediately obeyed. Your having recorded his letter for our information
was proper, but can be no reason for delaying to execute the Court's
orders which did not admit of reference to future consideration; if peculiar
circumstances had been such as could justify delay they would have had
due weight with us, -but it nowhere appears to have been the case
respecting the contract with Captain Forde.
122. We see nothing in Mr. Sampson's letter to induce us to alter
our sentiments respecting the impropriety of your Master Attendant
being marine contractor. On the contrary we repeat the observation
contained in the Court's letter of the 23rd December* 1778 that the marine